Committee of 
Forty-Eight 



For a Conference of Americans 

who are equally opposed to 

Reaction and Violent 

Revolution 



Its Purposes — 

and the reasons for it 



ISSUED BY 

The Committee of Forty-Eight 

15 East 40th Street, New York Cih; 
Telephone Vanderbilt 4186 



Will You Join Us Now? 



NAME ADDRESS 



Sign yourself, secure other signatures and 
return immediately to 

COMMITTEE OF FORTY-EIGHT 

15 EAST 40th STREET, 
NEW YORK 



The Aims of the 
Committee 

The Committee of Forty-Eight has 
been formed for the purpose of, 

1st — Organizing a conference of 
Americans interested in a thor- 
oughgoing program of funda- 
mental reconstruction. 

2nd — Presenting to such a confer- 
ence a tentative platform deal- 
ing with political, social, indus- 
trial and international recon- 
struction. 

3rd — -Discussing at the Conference 
the possibility of 

a — Forming a political party. 

b — Forming a coalition with 
other political parties. 

c — Creating an organization to 
translate liberal conviction into 
political action. 

d — Accepting such other analor- 
gous suggestions as : are prer 
sented by delegates to, the con- 
ference: 



The Reasons for the Committee 

The Committee of Forty-Eight has issued the 
following call : 

Revolution or Reconstruction ? 
A Call to Americans 

America has reached a turning point in her 
history. The time has come for all free minds 
to meet in concerted effort to face and shape 
the crisis. 

Despite America's splendid success in a war 
waged against foreign autocracy, our country 
is menaced by the growing power of an auto- 
cratic and reactionary minority at home. We 
stand in danger of losing many of the liberties 
and advances won in the course of our national 
development. There is grave likelihood of our 
being left stagnant and backward in a world that 
for the most part is vigorously reorganizing its 
economic and political life. 

Centralization and autocracy are increasing 
rapidly in the organization of government, in the 
control of credit, and in the determinaiton of 
public opinion. The very classes whose labors in 
factory and field are the basis and substance of 
our economic power, find no effective political 
medium through which to express their economic 
demand, but by deceptive diversions of our party- 
system are denied their proper representation in 
the law-making bodies of the nation. 

Criticism, competent or not, is discouraged; 
periodicals are suppressed with hardly a pretense 
of adequate hearing; public assemblies meeting 
under constitutional guarantees are dispersed by 
official force or by mob violence bred of official 
intolerance; our women are subjected to unwar- 
ranted delays in their campaign for the fulfilment 
of democracy; agricultural and labor organizers 
and political heretics are not only suppressed but 
are in many cases sent to penitentiaries for terms 
whose unprecedented severity would surprise even 
the fallen despots of Europe. 

Meanwhile the cost of armaments, the orgies 
of profiteering, the extravagances of administra- 
tion, the expense of innumerable agencies of 
suppression combined with lack of any intelli- 
gent and far-sighted budget system, swell the 
public debt, devouring loans and revenues before 
they can be collected, and sending prices always 
beyond the reach of fifteen million families whose 
physical and intellectual well being are the final 
test of our collective development and survival. 

It is the privilege of America, protected by its 
vestige of geographical seclusion, to profit by the 
experiences of Europe. Europe too has had its 
reactionary ruling minorities, its industrial auto- 
crats, its financial oligarchies, its massive arma- 
ments, its hated conscription, its corrupt and 
futile politics, its suppression of dissent, its 
judicial frightfulness. its bursting budgets, its 
toilers broken of body and bitter of soul. And 
Europe has revolution. 
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Is this what Americans want? We do not 
think so. 

We believe that there is intelligence enough 
in this country, if it will but come together, to 
catch control of the current of things and co- 
operate directively with the inevitable forces of 
human growth. To Reaction and Revolution we 
oppose Reconstruction; not as a catchword and 
pretense, but as an organized effort to find some 
new adjustment of the changing powers that 
constitute society. 

Many of us believe that these readjustments 
demand a new political alignment, that the old 
parties are determined to withhold that which 
the American people are determined to have. 
Day by day men come to see more clearly that 
these organizations have lost that spirit to serve 
the people which was embodied once in Jefferson 
and another time in Lincoln; that the shell has 
hardened and stifled the growth within. With 
exceptions lost amoung the instances, the poli- 
ticians whom we have elected have misrepresented 
our desires and laughed at our hopes; they have 
opposed with a cynical accord all that we have set 
our hearts on as vital to the renovation of Amer- 
ican life. There are times when by the vigor of a 
personality, the old mechanisms are driven to 
gome efficacy and result; but the mechanism soon 
overcomes the man, pushes him aside, and undoes 
his little work. America cannot grow much more 
in these old skins. 

Rather must reconstruction derive its impetus 
and direction from the political organization of 
the manual and mental workers of the country. 
The future belongs not to the inheritors and 
manipulators of great wealth but to the men and 
women who live by their work of hand or brain 
and know by hard experience the needs and aspir- 
ations of the common life. 

It is the purpose of the Committee of Forty- 
Eight to summon from all parts of the country 
the leaders of its liberal thought and of its 
forward-looking citizens to meet in confer- 
ence. We hope that out of this assemblage of 
the hitherto scattered forces of Amercanism 
will come a flexible statement of principles 
and methods that will permit effective co- 
operation with organized Labor and Agricul- 
tural workers in the tasks of social recon- 
struction. 

So we send out this call. It is not such an 
opportunity as comes with every day. The world 
is fluent now, and responds readily to every 
moulding force; but let it find a form and it will 
congeal again into resistance and immobility. All 
minds are~ awake today as seldom before, all 
hearts are astir with hopes and open to large 
purposes ; but these minds will shrivel once more 
into their grooves, these hopes will lose their glow, 
if we miss this chance to organize the_ liberal 
intelligence of America into coherent voice and 
form. It may be the final opportunity of our 
generation. 

We need your Time, Enthusiasm, Advice 
and Money. 



Among the Signers of this 
Gall are 



WEST 

Thomas Addis California 

Melinda Alexander Montana 

George Boke California 

Marie C. Breiim .....California 

Prof. G. G. Benjamin Iowa 

Usher L. Burdick .North Dakota 

John J. Carney Oklahoma 

Dorr H. Carroll North Dakota 

A. M. Chapin California 

Odin G. Clay Montana 

David C. Coates ,...,". Washington 

Albert Croissant... ^California 

Prof. Clarence M. Case Iowa 

Thomas D. Eliot Washington 

Edgar R. Fisher California 

C. J. Francs Washington 

H. E. Erases Washington 

Rev. R. A. Friedrich , Nebraska 

John H. Gabriel Colorado 

G. H. Greenwood Washington 

H. H. Griffiths Iowa 

Clarence D. Halbert Minnesota 

A. E. Holt ...Washington 

Albert W. KrugER ...Minnesota 

Rev. Robert E. AvE-LallEmant...... ..Minnesota 

John T. Daws Montana 

Ed. DEE North Dakota 

Robert D. Leigh Oregon 

Mrs. Sarah E. Lyons : Minnesota 

A. E. Madison California 

Anne Martin ....Nevada 

Paul Roberts South Dakota 

O. H. P. Shelley Montana 

John F. Sinclair Minnesota 

James A. Smith Utah 

C A. Sorenson. Nebraska 

O. O. StagEbErG Minnesota 

W. J. Taylor.... Nebraska 

C. C Van Orsdall Oregon 

Clore Warne . California 

Bert Willard Colorado 

Ben F. Wilson California 

Judge Arthur G. Wray... ...Nebraska 

George M. Wilcox... . Iowa 



MIDDLE WEST 

A. F. BenTlEy Indiana 

Herbert S. Bigelow Ohio 

Warren S. Blauvelt ..Michigan 

W. P. Boland Pennsylvania 

Dr. I,. E. BunTE Missouri 

Prof. Frank C. Carlton Michigan 

Wm, Chancellor , Ohio 

Lewis Clark Arkansas 

= Dr. Estus H. CollEr.. .——.....Michigan 

Otto Cullman ............Illinois 

Mrs. H. H. Donaldson.—. Pennsylvania 

D. C. Finley Missouri 

Prof. Lawrence E. Griffin.. Pennsylvania 

Prof. M. H. Hedges Wisconsin 

Prof. Robert Herrick Illinois 

John H. Hill Illinois 

Charles F. HoFfman Michigan 

Dr. William L. Holt Wisconsin 

George E. Hooker ...——Illinois 

Florence Sloan Hyde.... Illinois 

Mary H. Ingram Pennsylvania 

Morton L. Johnson Illinois 

M. J. Karpf Ohio 

Julius Kespohl Illinois 

Virginia Lambert Missouri 

Kenneth S. Latourette - Ohio 

John Howard Lever .....Missouri 

Rush H. LimbauGh Missouri 

Rev. J. I. Lucas Arkansas 

Miss Mary McDowell Illinois 

J. H. McGill Indiana 
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Rev. John MacIvor , -.Missouri 

Rev. WaeTEE MacPheeson Illinois 

A. K. Maynaed..... Illinois 

Fred A. Moore - —Wisconsin 

Rev. Oreo J. Price Michigan 

W. B. Rubin ...-. .Wisconsin 

George A. Schilling... Illinois 

Arthur M. Schlessingee „ Ohio 

Charles D. Shaerow— Michigan 

W. A. Smith.. „ Michigan 

C. S. SpoonEr .....Illinois 

S. Dodge Squires... Michigan 

Theodore P. Thieme : Indiana 

Care D. Thompson..... Illinois 

Harriet Stokes Thompson..... Illinois 

Gerrit T. Thorn .........Wisconsin 

Dr. Samuee Thurman Missouri 

Gustavus Tuckerman Missouri 

Rev. Robt. D. Vinter... — . ...Wisconsin 

Edward W. Webb Michigan 

Chaeees Weideee Indiana 

Calvin Williams ..Arkansas 

Bishop Charles D. Williams Michigan 

Prof. Tyrell Williams Missouri 

Harry H. Wielock..... Pennsylvania 

Edward M. Winston - Illinois 

James Youngbeood .Missouri 

John Zahnd Missouri 



SOUTH 

Harry A. Allers Maryland 

Murray Auerbach . Georgia 

E. W. Bagby Kentucky 

Rev. J. E. Bird Alabama 

Dr. Henry Borst Florida 

D. E. Caeeman ...South Carolina 

R. E. CantrSlL Georgia 

J. Dudley Carroll Tennessee 

James H. Clancy Florida 

W. F. Cochran Maryland 

Frederick A. C. CowpEr North Carolina 

S. H. Craig ; Texas 

A. C Daeeron Tennessee 

C. A. Dagley Tennessee 

Samuel Danziger Eouisiana 

Clarence C. Dill ., District of Columbia 

Prop. Eeonard Fox -North Carolina 

W. N. Gallman ....Georgia 

Gilson Gardner District of Columbia 

H. J. Garrett Georgia 

T. R. Gress Georgia 

Lynn Haines District of Columbia 

J. M. Hale Georgia 

William Hard District of Columbia 

E. B. Harris Georgia 

Dr. J. C. Howell Florida 

Dr. G. M. Hunt — iTennessee 

Cora Hutchinson .District of Columbia 

Myron A. Kesner Texas 

J. T. EedEord ..Tennessee 

Roger G. Eewis .North Carolina 

C. W. McClure Georgia 

James G. K. McCluee, Jr ..-North Carolina 

James McNamara ...Maryland 

James A. Metcalp Georgia 

Prop. William F. Ogburn.... District of Columbia 

Roland PalmEdo .Virginia 

W. G. Patrick .........Kentucky 

R. S. PringlE Georgia 

Arthur W. Rawson Virginia 

H. D. Richardson Maryland 

M. W. RivSS North Carolina 

W. O. Saunders North Carolina 

George A. Shaw .Georgia 

Sara T. Shoemaker Virginia 

Harry A. Slattery District of Columbia 

S. A. Sne'idman— ..' ......Texas 

A. M. Souby _ .Tennessee 

Western Starr Maryland 

H. N. Stokes .—.—.............--District of Columbia 

F. C. Volkmann .;— Maryland 

Eaura C. Williams. District of Columbia 

J. A. Williamson Georgia 
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EAST 

Dr. C. C. Bartholomew New York 

Robert C. Benchley New York 

Harriet Brewer New York 

Benjamin Brewster New York 

Robert W. BruerE.. Maine 

Allen T. Burns New York 

Rev. Herbert W. Butler Massachusetts 

John Cairns ". ,. Connecticut 

John S. Codman Massachusetts 

Lincoln Colcord New York 

McAllister Coleman New York 

Mrs. Gerald A. Cooper New York 

Herbert Croly .. New York 

Timothy Crowley Connecticut 

Helen Dana New York 

Dorothy Dickinson New York 

Jean Dickinson Massachusetts 

Belle De Rivera New Jersey 

John F. Duffy Rhode Island 

Will Durant .New York 

J. J. Edwards , _ New York 

William P. Everts Massachusetts 

E. L. Fisher New Hampshire 

Robert H. Gardiner Maine 

Charlotte PerkinE Gilman ....New York 

Percy Stickney Grant New York 

Louise Adams Grout New York 

Matthew Hals Massachusetts 

Dr. George Ray Hare New York 

Prof.- Ellen Hayes Massachusetts 

Bertha Hills Vermont 

C. G. Hoag Pennsylvania 

H. B. Hoffman ...New York 

H. E. Holmes Maine 

John Haynes Holmes ...New York 

J. A. H. Hopkins New Jersey 

Frederic C. Howe -New York 

B. W. Huebscji ....New York 

Lauretta T. James ; New Jersey 

Alvin Johnson New York 

Martyn Johnson New York 

H. M. Kallen Massachusetts 

Agnes Brown Leach New York 

Robert Morss LovETT...... ."....New York 

Frances Lucas .—.Rhode Island 

Allen McCurdy .New York 

Dudley Field MalonE .....New York 

Dr. Elias Margolis .New, York 

Hiram Moderwell New York 

H. R. Mussey New York 

George Nasmyth Massachusetts 

Charles W. Newman New York 

Albert J. Nock L New York 

Mrs. Gordon NorriE New York 

Harvey O'Higgins New Jersey 

Frank A. Pattison ........New Jersey 

Mary Pattison New Jersey 

Amos Pinchot New York 

Winifred Rhoades - New Hampshire 

R. P. RlSLEY .....Pennsylvania 

Ruth Robinson ......Rhode Island 

Gilbert E. 'Roe ....New York 

Porter E. Sargent ..Massachusetts 

Prof. Nathaniel Schmidt New York 

Albert De Silver New York 

Mary Kingsbury SimkhoviTCH New York 

Charlotte HunnEwell Sorchan — New York 

Dorothy Whitney Straight ..New York 

Ordway Tead New York 

Prof. James Bishop Thomas New York 

Robert D. Towne.-..--.-..... - .^Pennsylvania 

L. H. TriESCHmann Connecticut 

Prof. Francis Tyson .... Pennsylvania 

Ralph B. Urmy. New Jersey 

Hendrik Willum Van Loon ...New York 

Franklin Wentworth ...Massachusetts 

George P. WEST New York 

Walter E. Weyl ....New York 

John Pratt Whitman.. ....Massachusetts 

Mrs. John' Pratt Whitman Massachusetts 

Prof. Charles ZuEblin Massachusetts 
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